
This prohibition applies regardless of whether the individual is in
the pre- or post-conviction phase. If an inmate had Medicaid
before entering a jail or prison, that Medicaid coverage is
canceled or suspended upon entry to the facility.

Medicaid will only cover the costs of care in certain
circumstances where the inmate otherwise qualifies for Medicaid
and is admitted to a hospital for 24 hours or longer.

By federal law, Medicaid funds are generally not
allowed to be used for health care provided to

individuals living in jails or prisons.

The cost of this care is
usually absorbed by the

city or county government.

But jails and prisons
are required to

provide necessary
medical care to

inmates. 

MEDICAID expansion Can Ease the Burden
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Reduced rates of crime and
recidivism. Studies have shown

that counties in Medicaid
expansion states have reduced
levels of drug-related arrests,
property crimes, and violent

crimes. They also see a greater
decline in re-arrests. 

More consistent  health care
prior to arrest and

incarceration. When community
members can access the

physical and behavioral health
care they need, health

conditions are managed sooner
and are less expensive to treat in

the long-run.

Earlier community access to
behavioral health & substance
abuse disorder treatment. This

reduces the burden on the
corrections system to be de
facto treatment centers for

individuals who need mental
health care.2

City and county governments are paying most of the costs for the health care of individuals residing
in their jails and prisons. Rising health care costs mean rising budgets for corrections.

Individuals with higher rates of substance use disorder, behavioral health problems, and chronic
diseases end up with less consistent health care. Even short stays at correctional facilities can mean
the loss of health insurance coverage.

Individuals who can afford bail will keep their federal health care benefits like Medicaid, but those
who can’t afford bail will lose them. This means innocent individuals being held in jail will likely face a
gap in health insurance coverage until they can re-enroll.
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Medicaid For Justice-Involved Kansans
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What does this mean for local governments & their communities?
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