
Supports a healthier workforce
Most Kansans in the coverage gap work at least one job, but aren’t offered

employer-based health insurance, or can’t afford it. Those who are not working are
often caretakers or are unable to work because of their own health conditions.

When more people have access to the physical and behavioral health care they
need, there are more workers healthy enough to re-enter or remain in the

workforce.
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Good for Kansas. Good for Riley County.

reduces health care costs for everyone
When low-wage Kansans can’t get health coverage, that means more in emergency

room visits and crisis treatment for physical and mental health needs. When
hospitals and health care providers aren’t compensated for services, a portion of
those additional costs are passed on to everyone through higher prices, meaning

we all pay more out of pocket and through insurance premiums.

protects kansans from medical debt
Medical debt is the leading cause of bankruptcy in the United States. Getting

access to affordable health insurance protects more Kansans from accruing high
medical debt, and reducing their risk of bankruptcy.

Keeps Kansas economically competitive
Nearly all Kansas industries have employees who would benefit from expansion.

Expanding Medicaid helps our employers, small businesses, and workforce
compete with our neighboring states, who have all already expanded their Medicaid

programs.

Preserves and strengthens rural communities
For Kansans in rural communities, accessing health care when and where they need
it is becoming a significant challenge. When hospitals in rural communities close, not

only do residents struggle to get care, but the community loses good-paying jobs.
Expanding Medicaid would help ensure rural Kansans get the care they need while

also boosting their local economies.

Ensures uniform access to care for all kansans
Hispanic and Black Kansans are more likely to live in the coverage gap. Kansans
who live in frontier counties and in the southwest part of the state are also more

likely to live in the coverage gap. Expanding Medicaid allows all low-wage Kansans
access to affordable health care, regardless of their race, how much money they

make, or what their ZIP code is. 2024
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