KanCare Expansion: Just the Facts

Medicaid expansion improves maternal and infant health outcomes.
● Medicaid expansion improves access to care before, during, and after
pregnancy, and thus improves overall maternal and infant health.
● Medicaid expansion has helped to reduce maternal mortality rates. Infant
mortality rates have fallen nationally in recent years, but expansion states saw
infant mortality rates fall 50% more than non-expansion states between 2010 and
2016.
● Overall, there are fewer maternal deaths per live birth in expansion states than in
non-expansion states. Maternal death among Black women, in particular, has
decreased substantially in expansion states.
● Since 1989, Medicaid has been available to any pregnant person (whose
household income is below 133% of the federal poverty line) for the duration of
her pregnancy and for 60 days after giving birth.
● In expansion states, low-income pregnant women have sustained insurance
coverage beyond just 60 days following delivery, which is linked to better
maternal and infant health outcomes. Conversely, in non-expansion states, the
process of obtaining Medicaid once becoming pregnant can cause delays in
access to necessary prenatal care. Furthermore, the loss of coverage 60 days
after giving birth increases the risk of untreated pregnancy complications after
birth.
●

The U.S. has the highest maternal mortality ratio among high-income countries,
with 17 maternal deaths for every 100,000 live births – a ratio that is more than
twice that of countries such as Canada and the United Kingdom. Medicaid
expansion reduces maternal mortality and improves health outcomes for
mothers, infants, and children.

Expand KanCare: How You Can Help
Join the Alliance for a Healthy Kansas at expandkancare.com
To share stories about the coverage gap, email marissa@expandkancare.com, or
submit your stories on our website at expandkancare.com/share-your-story.
Sign our petition to urge candidates to support KanCare expansion at
expandkancare.com/get-involved.
To volunteer to collect petition signatures or to learn more about how you can be a
KanCare expansion advocate, email taylor@expandkancare.com.
Use #ExpandKanCare and #ksleg to promote KanCare expansion on social media.
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/ExpandKanCare/
On Twitter: @ExpandKanCare
On TikTok: @AllianceforaHealthyKS
Reach out to the faith leaders, business leaders, and leaders of community
organizations that you know and ask them to join the Alliance for a Healthy Kansas.
More info at expandkancare.com/who-we-are.

