ALLIANCE FOR A

KanCare Expansion: Just the Facts

The disability community supports Medicaid expansion.

Medicaid expansion is a policy that benefits all Kansans, including Kansans with disabilities. In states that
have expanded Medicaid, thousands of people with disabilities—and personal care attendants for
people with disabilities—have obtained health care coverage. These states also have saved millions in
spending and decreased waiting lists for home- and community-based services (HCBS).

e 15,000 Kansans with disabilities would become eligible for Medicaid coverage if Kansas
expanded.!

e States that expand Medicaid experience much shorter waiting lists for HCBS services. From 2013
to 2015, states that expanded Medicaid added only one-quarter the number of people to their
waitlists as states that did not expand Medicaid.?

e States that expanded Medicaid have generated savings and revenue that not only offset the cost
of expansion, but also create a surplus that could be used to expand HCBS.?

e Medicaid expansion does not shift resources from people with disabilities on waitlists, but
brings other people with disabilities into Medicaid who previously had no or very limited access
to needed health care.?

e Direct support workers and personal care attendants who care for Kansans with disabilities
would also benefit from Medicaid expansion. This workforce is the backbone of the disability
services system. However, there is a shortage of these workers, in part because these jobs don’t
typically include health coverage. Expansion would provide coverage for these workers and
assist with recruitment and retention.

e KanCare expansion would provide competitive and integrated employment opportunities for
people with disabilities. Research conducted at the University of Kansas shows that people with
disabilities living in Medicaid expansion states are significantly more likely to be employed than
those living in non-expansion states.?
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